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Oraſ nuch as in awell-governed and Chriſtian Commonwealth, Matters concerning Religion and the Honour of God ought to be in the firſt” 
* pla e tobe taken into ſerious conſideration, and endeavoured to be ſettled. Be it therefore Ordained and EnaRed by the Right Honourable- 
CAECILIUS Lord Baron of Baltemore, abſolute Lord and Proprietary of this Province, with the Advice and Conſent of the Upper and 
Lower Houle ofthis General Aſſembly, That whatſoever perſon or perſons within this Province and the Iflands thereunto belonging, ſhall 
fro.n henceforth blaſpheme G OD, that is curſe him; or ſhall deny our Saviour JESUS CHRIST tobetheSon of God; or ſhall deny 
the Holy Trinity, the Father, Son, & Holy Ghoſts or the Godhead of any of the ſaid ThreePerſons of the Trinity,or the Unity of theGodhead,. 
or ſhall uſe or utrer any reproachful ſpeeches, words, or language, concerning the Holy Trinity, or any of the ſaid three Perſons thereof, ſhall be pu- 
niſhed with death, and confiſcation or forfeiture of all his or her Lands and Goods to the Lord Proprietary and his-Heirs. | SOT 
And beit alſo enacted by the Authority, and with the advice and aſſent aforeſaid, That whatſoever perſon or perſons ſhall from henceforth uie or utter 
any reproachful words or ſpeeches concerning the bleſſed Virgin HARZ, the Mother of our Saviour, or the holy Apoſtles or Evangelifts, or any of them. 
ſhall in ſuch caſe for the firit Offence forfeit to the ſaid Lord Proprietary and his Heirs, Lords and Proprietaries of this Province, the ſum of Five pounds 
| Sterling, or the value thereof to be levied on the goods and chattels of every ſuch perſon ſo offending ; but in caſe ſuch offender or offenders ſhall not then- 
have goods and chattels ſufficient tor rhe ſatisfying of ſuch torfeiture, or that the ſame be not otherwiſe ſpeedily ſatisfied, that then ſuch offender or offend- 
- ers ſhall be publickly whipt, and be impriſoned during the pleaſure of the Lord Proprietary, or the Lieutenant or Chief Governor of this Province for the. 
- time being : And that every ſuch offender and offenders tor every ſecond off=nce ſhall forfeit Ten Pounds Sterling, or the value thereof to be levied as afore- 
| aid; orincaſe ſuch offender or offenders ſhall not then have goods and chattels within this Province ſufficient tor that purpoſe, then to be publickly and 
ſeverely whipr and impriſoned as before is expreſſed : and that every perſon or perſons before mentioned, offending herein the third time, ſhall for ſuch: 
third offence, forfeit all his lands and goods, and be for ever baniſht and expelled out of this Province. 

And be it alſo further EnaQted by the ſame Authority, advice, and aſſent, That whatſoever perſon or perſons ſhall from hencetorth upon any occaſion of 
offence, or otherwiſe in a reproachful manner or way, declare, call, or denominate, any perſon or perſons whatſoever, inhabiring, reſiding, trafficking, tra- 
ding,or commercing within thisProvince,or within any the Ports, Harbours,Creeks orHavens to the ſame belonging,an Hererick,Schiſmatick,Idolater,Pu- 
ritan,Presbyterian,[ndependant,PopiſhPrieft, Jeſuit, Jeluited Papiſt, Lutheran,Calvinilt, Anabaptiſt,Brownift, Barrowilt, Antinomian,Roundhead,Separariſt, | 

_.. 9r other name or term ina repreachfull manner relating to matter of Religion,ſhail fo: every ſuch offence forfeit and loſe the ſum of Ten ſhillings Sterling,or- 


the value thereof, to be leyied of the goods and chattclis ofevery ſuch offencer and offenders, the ons half thereof to be forfeited and paidquntothe perſon &., .. ___— * 


perſons ot whom ſuch reproachful words are, or ſhall be ſpoken or uttered, and the other half thercof to the Lord Proprietary and his Heirs, Lords and Pro- 
prietaries of this Province: Bur if ſuch perſon or perions who ſhallat any timeuttter or ſpeak any ſuch reproachful words or lariguage, ſhall not have goods- 
or chattels ſufficient and overt within this Province to be taken to ſatisty the penalty aforefid, or that the ſame be not otherwile ſpeedily fatisfied, that then 

.the perſon and perſons ſo offending ſhall be publickly whiprt, and ſha!l ſuffer impriſonment without Bail or Mainpriſe untill he, ſhe, or they, reſpeQively, 
ſhall fatishe the party offended or grieved by ſuch reproachtull Lanzuage, by azking him or her reſpeQively forgiveneſs publickly,.for ſuch his offence, 
before the Magiſtrate or chict Oitzer or Oizers of the Town or place where {uch offence ſhall be given. 

And be further likewiſe enaed by the authority and conſent aforeſaid, thatevery perſon and perſons within this Province, that ſhall at any time hereaf- 
ter prophane the Sabbath, or Lords day, called Sunday, by frequent ſwearing, drunkenneſs, or by any uncivil or diſorderly Recreation, or by working on 
that day when ablolute necefſi:y doth not require, {hall for every ſuch firſt offence forfeit two ſhillings fix pence Sterling, or the value thereof; and forthe. 
ſecond offence five ſhillings Sterling, or the value thereof; and for the third offence, and for every time he ſhall offend in like manner afterwards, Ten ſhil- 


lings Sterling, or the value thereof; and in caſe ſuch ofF:nder or ofendets ſhall not have ſufficient goods or chattels within this Province to ſatisfy any of- 


' = the aforeſaid penalties re{pettively hereby impoſcd tor prophaning the Sabbath or Lords day called Sunday as aforeſaid,then inevery fuch caſe the party ſo 


offending ſhall for the firſt and ſecond offence in that kind be impriſoned tili he or ſhe ſhall publickly in open Court before the chief Commander, Judge or 
Magitltrate of that County, Town, or PrecinQ wherein ſuch ofence ſhall be committed, acknowledge the ſcandal and offcnce he hath in that reſpeQ given. 
againſt God, and the good and civil Goverament of this Province: and for the third offence and for every time after ſhall alſo be publickly whipt- 


L-” And whereas the inforcing of the Conſcience in matter of Religion hath frequency fallen out to be of dangerous conſequence in thoſe Commonwealths 


where it hath been praQiled, and for the more quiet and peaceable Government of this Province, and the better to preſerve mutual love & unity amongſt the-- 
Inhabitants here, Be it therefore alſo by the Lord Proprietary with the advice and aſſent of this Aſſembly, ordained and enaCted, except as1n this preſent A&t — 

— 15 before declared and ſer forth, that no perſon or perlons whatſoever within this Province, or the Iſlands, Ports, Harbors, Creeks, or Havens thereunto be- 
longing, profeſſing to believe in Jeſus Chriſt, ſhall from henceforth be any ways troubled, moleſted, or diſcountenanced, for, or in reſpett of his or her Re- 
ligion nor in the free exercife thereof within this Province or tlie TNaridstherewunto belonging, nor any w5YWMhpell'd to the belief or exerciſe ofany otherRe- 

_ligion,againſthis or her conſent, fo as they be not unfairhfull to the Lord Proprietary, or moleſt or conſpire againſt the civil Government, eſtabliſhed or to be.-__ 
eſtabliſhedin this Province under him and his Heirs. And that all and every perſon and perſons that ſhall preſume contrary tothis Att and the true intent & 
meaning thereof,direQly or indireQly,either in perſon or eſtate,wiltully to wrong,diſtarb,or trouble,or moleſt any perſon or perſons whatſcever within this 

— Province,proteſſing to be believein Jeſus Chriſt, for or in reſpeCt of his or herReligion,or the free exerciſe thereof within thisProvince,otherwile then is go | 

vided forinthis AQ, that ſuch perſon or perſons ſo offending ſhall be compellec to pay treble damages to the party ſo wronged or moleſted, and for every tuch-- 
offence ſhall alſo forfeit Twenty ſhillings Sterling in Money,or the value there of, half thereof ſor the uſe of the LordProprietary and his Heixs,Lords and Pro- 
prietaries of this Province, arid the other half thereof for the uſe of the Party ſo wronged or moleſted as aforeſaid; or if the party ſo offending as aforeſaid,ſhall * 
refuſe or be unable to recompence the party ſo wronged, or to ſatisfy ſuch fine orforfeiture,then ſuch offender ſhall be ſeverely puniſhed bypublick'whipping- 


-  —- —q_ during the pleaſure of the Lord Proprietary or his Lieutenant or chief Governor of this Province for the time being, without Bail or: 
ainpriſe. | | ; We > 
And be it further alſo enaRed by the authority and conſent aforeſaid,that t.1e Sheriffor other Officer or Officers from-timeto time to beappointed and au-- 
thorized for that purpole of the County, Town,or Precinct where every particular offence tn this preſent A@contained,ſhall happen at ly tlIMmEto be com- 
mitted,and whereupon there is hereby a forfeiture, fine,or penalty impoſed,ſha .| from time to time diſtrain,and ſeize the goods and eſtate every ſuch er{on 
ſo offending as aforeſaid againſt this preſent Ad or any part thereof,and ſell the ſame or any part thereof for the full ſatisfaction of ſuch forfeiture, | ne, or 
penalty as aforeſaid, reſtoring tothe party ſo offending, the remainder or over plus of the ſaid goods or eſtate, after ſuch ſatisfation ſo made as aforeſaid. 
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